
Using the Online Tool for Habitat Management at the Local Scale 

 

Note: This is an example of how this tool might be used.  The scenario is fabricated. 

 

 A landowner who owns a large ranch in the Texas hill country is interested in starting to manage 
his land for black-capped vireos, wild turkeys, and northern bobwhite.  He wants to create areas for the 
endangered vireos while also encouraging the game birds to inhabit his property, as well, in hopes of 
having several recreational opportunities for himself, his family, and visitors to the ranch. 

 Upon launching the map, the landowner can zoom to his property, turning on the satellite 
basemap once he is zoomed into the general area, in order to help him find his property boundaries 
more precisely.  Once he has found his property, using the drawing tool (in the middle of the header 
across the top), he can even outline the boundaries of his property, if he so chooses.  This will make it 
easier to relocate the property if he zooms out at any point. 

 

 Now that he has his property outlined, he can minimize the drawing window (closing it will 
make the drawing disappear) and drag it out of his way, to the bottom of the screen, for instance. 

 In order to determine whether managing for vireos would be more suited to one part of his 
property over another, he can turn on the “BCVI Ecosites” layer, under “Habitat Management: Local 
Scale”.  The BCVI Ecosites layer shows where the soil type and terrain is more conducive to vireo 
occupancy. 



 

 From this layer, the landowner can see that the northern areas of his property are not located 
on the Ecosites identified as preferred by black-capped vireos, so managing specifically for the black-
capped vireo would be more suited to the southern parts of his ranch. 

 The landowner can also check if his property is located in a region where a Wildlife Management 
Association already exists.  By turning on that layer, 

 

the landowner can see that he is, indeed, within a Wildlife Management Association.  From the 
Additional Resources link on the website, he can later look up who his local Texas Parks and Wildlife 



biologists are and get contact information in order to find out more about the Wildlife Management 
Association and network with the other landowners. 

If the landowner is trying to manage for black-capped vireo, he may be interested in knowing 
whether vireo have been documented near his property.  By turning on the layer for Black-capped Vireo 
Detections, 

 

the landowner can see that vireo have been located within 15 miles of the property, although not very 
many have been reported.  More detections are close by, though, indicating that if the landowner is 
successful at creating habitat for the birds, there is a good chance that they will find it and use it. 



 Similarly, the landowner can also turn on similar layers for Wild Turkeys and for Bobwhite Quail. 

 

 The turkey map shows that the landowner’s property is close to some Wild Turkey detections in 
the last 15 years. 

 

 The quail map also indicates that quail have been detected near his property.  This information 
is especially important for these two game species, since they do not fly long distances, and dispersing 
into new habitat is dependent on whether these two species can walk there. 



 The landowner now has a better idea of whether management is a good idea on his property, 
and where he should manage for the black-capped vireo on his property.  He can visit the Habitat 
Management section of the website to find about more about how to manage his property. 


